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Information for Parents 

Absence from School 
Phone – If your son or daughter is absent, please phone the school 06 370 0400 Line 1, before 

9.00am and leave a message stating the reason for the absence. The school may contact you during 

the day via a text message if your child is absent from school and you haven’t contacted us. 

Email – If this option is easier for you, please email attendance@waicol.nz  before 9.00am with the 

details of your child and their absence. 

KAMAR App – notifications can also be made via the KAMAR App 

A sustained period of absence may require a medical certificate. 

Approved Absences 
If you intend to remove your child from school during term time for overseas travel, bereavement or 

surgery, prior approval must be sought from the Principal. This should be in the form of a letter or 

email stating the reason. For senior students, a missed assessment form would be required. In some 

cases, students will not be able to catch up on assessments during this absence. 

Address Changes 
Any change of address (including email) or telephone number should be notified to the College 

Office as soon as possible. An address change can also be indicated via the KAMAR portal. In an 

emergency, we need your contact number (home and/or work) and cell phone number, if applicable. 

Appointments - dental, medical, driving lessons 
Parents are asked to avoid appointments in school time, if at all possible, or try to confine them to 

break times or end of the school day. Students will only be given leave on production of a note or a 

medical or dental appointment card to the School Office. Students must sign out and sign in at the 

School Office. 

Lateness  
As a school, Wairarapa College teaches students the importance of getting to all classes including 

group time and SSR on time.  If students are late, they can expect consequences that will take place 

in their own time. 

Safety Issues 
The Education Act places the responsibility for your child in our hands from the time he/she leaves 

your front gate in the morning until he/she returns after school, while in school uniform.  During this 

time, he/she is the college’s legal responsibility. 

We take this responsibility very seriously and wish to ensure your child’s safety at all times.   To do 

this, we need him/her to remain on the college grounds during interval and lunchtime.   

If your child needs to leave the school grounds, please give a note explaining the reason and a note 

will be given when he/she signs out at the School Office.   

 

  

mailto:attendance@waicol.nz
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Learning 

Academic Mentoring 
At Wairarapa College we have an Academic Mentoring programme called ‘Kaiarahi Akoranga’ 

(Kaiarahi = guide/mentor, Akoranga = academic, lesson, learning focus). 

Kaiarahi Akoranga has evolved from a desire to improve our results and to get to know our students 

better, in regard to their academic goals, interests, strengths and weaknesses.  Kaiarahi Akoranga 

invites and encourages whānau to be an integral part of the process, building connections between 

the school and their families, with the student’s learning at the centre of all conversations. 

Twice a year Whānau meetings will be held.  Parents will be encouraged to book a time for them and 

their child to meet with the AKO teacher on this day.  Whņnau meetings for 2020 are on Tuesday 

25th February and Tuesday 25th August.  The AKO teacher is the first point of contact regarding your 

student’s learning.  

Each student will be put in a LEAD group and conversations will centre around our LEAD values.  

Each LEAD group will have an AKO teacher who will meet with them to discuss their learning.  AKO 

time will occur every ten days for 45 minutes. 

Academic Mentoring is an exciting programme that puts students at the centre of their learning.  It is 

a three-way connection between whānau, students and the school.  For it to be the most effective, 

we all need to invest in improving the learning of each and every student.  As a staff, we are working 

very hard to make this programme a valuable part of what we do at Wairarapa College to support 

your son or daughter.  We look forward to your support and working together with you. 

Microsoft Office 365  
All students have the ability to download Microsoft Office from www.waicol.nz, using their logon 

and password. This gives students access to the entire office suite including Word, Excel and 

PowerPoint plus more, which they will use in school.  It can be downloaded on to five devices. We 

are building a student learning system using Office 36 to allow 24/7 learning.  Year Nine students will 

have an induction period on how this and the KAMAR portal works in the first week of school. 

Cell Phones/Digital Devices/BYOD 
The college is encouraging the use of e-learning devices by students and access to the wireless 

network is available.  When and how often are at the discretion of the classroom teacher.  

These are to be used appropriately at school and within the classroom. Please be aware that all 

electronic equipment brought to school is at the owner’s risk. All students are required to accept 

and adhere to the Digital Citizenship Agreement. 

Parents are asked not to contact students on cell phones during school hours.  

Please contact your child through the office. 

Wairarapa College has identified some devices which best fits the way we are using 

technology.  Some subject areas may use more specialised software applications which have 

additional requirements.  For a device to be a productive tool in class it needs to be capable of 

running Microsoft Office 365 – which all students will receive free of charge during their time at 

Wairarapa College. 

http://www.waicol.nz/
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Pastoral Care  
The pastoral care network includes a Senior Leadership (SLT) member with responsibilities for a 

particular year level, Deans, Group Teachers, Guidance Counsellor, Youth Health Provider and Youth 

Workers.  All staff have a role in assisting students to have a positive experience while at Wairarapa 

College by promoting citizenship, personal qualities and a socially effective and healthy learning 

environment.  

A full, confidential counselling service, accessible to all students, staff and parents, encourages 

families’ sound decision-making, problem solving, mediation and student advocacy. Students are 

encouraged to contact members of the pastoral team in person or through the school office, or 

phone (06) 370 3400 when required. 

Vertical Group Class 
All students entering Wairarapa College are placed in a Vertical Group Class of about 28 students. 

This group class is made up of a mixture of males and females from all year levels. Your child will 

remain with this group class for their time at the college. The aim of the Group Class is to: 

 Enable the Group Teacher to provide ongoing pastoral care to a group of students  

 Each group class is aligned with a House.  As this group class is frequently together it ignites 

the house spirit.   

 Provide a forum for senior students to develop their leadership, peer support and peer 

tutoring roles by assisting younger students 

 Provide a basis for extracurricular inter-house activities 

 A group class called Whātonga is also in place.  More details from HOD Māori Huria Robens. 

School Houses 
Each Vertical Group class is attached to a house: Rangitumau, Maungarake, Tararua, Remutaka, 

Puketoi or Aorangi. They will be placed in the same house, not the same Group Class, as siblings. 

Throughout the year, there are a range of inter-house competitions including Athletic / Swimming 

Sports, Cross Country, House Singing, Tug of War, General Knowledge, Spelling Bee and Maths Quiz.  

These events are organised by the House teacher leader and student house leaders. 

SSR ς Sustained Silent Reading  
Four days a week all students during the second Group Time, called SSR, will participate in Sustained 

Silent Reading. This is when students read a book for 15 minutes in silence. All students are expected 

to bring a book / ebook to read during this time. 

Careers 
The school has a Careers Advisor available to give advice to students. This encourages all students 

and families to utilise the facilities and personnel in the college to make informed decisions about 

future subject choices, further training or tertiary educational opportunities. 

Youth Health Provider 
If your child becomes ill during the school day, he/she needs to go to the Youth Health Provider who 

is a full-time registered nurse. If your child is ill and needs to go home, she will contact you so that 

he or she is collected.  Please make sure that your contact details are accurate. It is important that 

all medical details are disclosed to the school, so that we can manage your child’s condition 

appropriately.  







mailto:accounts@waicol.nz
mailto:nigelm@tranzit.co.nz


http://www.waicol.nz/


https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkID=524811


17 
 

Wairarapa College Uniform 
Wairarapa College School Uniform is available exclusively from New Zealand Uniforms Masterton 

Store Address:    3 Albert Street, Masterton, 5810 

Phone:     06 929 8233  

Email:     masterton@nzuniforms.com  

Store Hours:    Weekdays 9am – 5pm, Saturday 9am – 1pm  

Available online:   www.nzuniforms.com 

Payment Options: NZ Uniforms accepts Cash, EFTPOS, all major credit cards and WINZ payments. NZ 

Uniforms also offer finance through Gilrose Finance and have a ‘Uniform Club’ which is a great way 

to save for your School Uniform. To attain a WINZ quote please visit or contact the store.  

Uniform Club: It’s easy to set up an account and make automatic payments in advance and watch 

your balance grow. When you are ready to make your schoolwear purchases with NZU, your money 

is already available and waiting to be spent. Call or visit the store today to get started or sign up 

online http://www.nzuniforms.com/pages/uniform-club.htmx  

 

New Zealand Uniforms Price List 

School Uniform Price (including GST) 
 

Sports Uniform Price (including GST) 
 

Junior Girls Summer Stripe Blouse $55.00 PE Polo $40.00 

Junior Girls Winter Blue Blouse $60.00 PE Short From $35.00 

Senior Girls Summer White Blouse $55.00   

Senior Girls Winter White Blouse $60.00   

Junior Boys Summer Grey Shirt $55.00   

Junior Boys Winter Grey Shirt $60.00   

Senior Boys Summer White Shirt $55.00   

Senior Boys Winter White Shirt $60.00   

Girls V-Neck Junior Blue Jersey $100.00   

Boys V-Neck Grey Jersey $100.00   

Girls Summer Pleat Skirt $70.00   

Girls Winter Tartan Pleat Skirt $85.00   

Boys Summer Short $45.00   

Boys Winter Trouser $65.00 Shoes  Price (including GST) 
 

Tie $30.00 School Sandals From $59.90 

Boys School Sock $15.00 Black Leather School Shoes  From $95.00 

Black Tights - Winter From $9.00   

Plain White Ankle Sock $6.00   

Jacket $100   

Scarf $30.00   

School Blazer $250.00   

  

mailto:masterton@nzuniforms.com
http://www.nzuniforms.com/
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Extra-Curricular Activities at Wairarapa College 
These include our Major Theatrical and Musical Production, Shakespeare, Kapa Haka, Choirs, 

Orchestra, Jazz band, Rock bands, Singers and learning instruments and more 
 

 

 Shearing Sheds 
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